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THE THIEVES NUST 60 DOWN!

Tax Fixing as a Pine Art Must

Cease In the City of
Chicago.

The Men Who Have Their Property
Left Off the Lists Are
Trembling.

Tax Dodgers May Squirm, but the People Are
Aroused and Must Be

Appeased.

One of the Biggest Business

Blocks in

Northwest Chicago Untaxed

Last

One of the largest business blocks In
Northwest Chicago was left entirely off
the tax list.

In the vault of the Taxpayers' De-
fense League are documents relating to
tax “fixing"” and tax “fixers" and thelr
patrons,  President Holbrook claims
these, with the assistance of witnesses
who will be ealled, will be sufficlent
evidence to justify the September
grand jury in indicting some loading
corporation attorneys, business men
and “go-betweens™ on the charge of
conapirucy to defraud the county.

During the last month over 100 cases
of proposed or completed “tax fixing"
or scaling of asscesments have been re-
ported to the league. ia many of these
cases the nnmes are known of the “go-
betweens,” who, it Is alleged, approach-
ed property owners and clalmed to be
able to reduce thelr ansessments for a
compensation. A number of the tax
“fixers" are also kuown by name, who,
it Is clnimed, were pald money to se-
cure reductions of south town assess
ments and whose cllents were assessed
at an absundly low rate,

One of these persons whom the grand
Jury will be apked to lnvestigate |s an
attorney who is a graduate of Yale Unl-
versity. The league clalius to have a
witness who will swear that this attor-
ney met him opposite the Commercial
National Bunk one afterncon recently
and anked him if he wanted his assess-
ment “fixed.” It is sald the witness
will further testify that the attorney
then toid him that he had made “a pot
of money" for himself and Guuning
fixing the assessment of over Afty Yale
graduates who were large property
owners In the Bouth town. The wit-
ness, It s asserteq, will also swear that
the attorney plainly sald that for a stat-
ed sum he would get Guuning to reduce
the nssessment of the witness' south
town property, and then Informed the

witness that he must eall the following | $45,

Monday to “fix the matter up,” as the
attorney was golug to leave town for a
vacation.

In another case one of the largest eor-
porations operating in the county Is lm-
plicated, It 18 clalmed that evidence
will be brought before the grand jury
which will show that the attorney of
this corporation, whose luterests sprend
all over the workd, actually pald a “go-
between” several thousand deollars to
have Assessor Gunning and another as-
sessor reduce the company's Ansens-
wments, It is claimed that this “go-
between,” who s a llvery man, with
the money so obtalned durlng the past
two years has bullt an expensive sta-
ble. v

Evidence will be shown the jury, &
i sald, that one of the members of o
prominent Jackson street firm himself
pald & south town assessor n sum of
‘money to reduce the firm’s assessment
10 & reasonable rate. The man who
vialms to have submitted to this levy
from the assessor 18 sald to explain that
his company was assessed at an ab-
surdly high figure, and had to use
money In self-defense,

A manufacturing firm's senlor mem-
ber is reported to have told Chalrman
Allen of the County Board Finance
Committee In confidence that n West
Town asscssor visited him at the com-
pany's office and offered to “fix the as-
sessment to anit" for the sum of $1,200.
He will be asRed to appear before the
Grand Jury to glve testimony, Evi-
dence will be shown the jury implicat-
ing the nephow of a former member of

from Chleago In attempts to
blackmail certain South Town firms
into paying him to have thelr assess-
ments reduced, A freedance barber
who visits the houses of prominent
backers and there shaves the maguntes
has his headquarters In the downtown

Year.

office of a leading Board of Trade oper-
ator and packer, He will be called be-
fore the jury. It ls claimed that this
man has acted as A “tax adjuster” for
solle years,

An effort will be made also, it Is sajd,
to get one of the active members of a
real estate firm controlling several
large office bulldings to tell the result
of an interview he had with Assessor
Uunning some weeks ago, It is claim-
ed that this real estate man has made
no wsecret of what he asserts was o
proposition on the part of the assessor
to “fx" the taxes of the office bulldings
If the proper “arguments” were used,

In speaking of the matter Wednesday
Presldent Holbrook sald: “The pres-
ence and active labors of go-hetweens
have been known to the property-own-
ing public for years, and now a num-
ber of firms are willing to help us be-
fore the Grand Jury. It is on thelr tes.
timony we hope to punksh the conspira-
tors agalnst the county accordiug te
thely crimen,”

A petition has been brought to
the attention of the Finance Com-
mitiee of the County Boand alleg-
fng that the nssesaments on three
plecss of downtown property are toe
Jlow. The property eccupled by A, M.
Rothschild & Co.'s department store Is
affected, The complainant Is John A,
Bell, agent for Jonathan Clark, owner
of 120 feet of the property, which Is as-
sessed at $03,000. The coutention Is
that If $08,000 I an equitable ansens-
went on this 120 feet the assessments
on the rest of the aren occupled by the
department store are too low. The In-
stances cited are the first eighty feet,
owned by H, Keep and A, Keep, and
Ansenned at $37,000; elghty feet held by
the Northern Trust Company as trustee
and nusessed at $40,020, and the corner
of Van Buren and Btate streets, owned
by l{:; Q. Forewan, and assessed at

Chalrman Allen bhas found that the
elghty feet owned by H. Keep was as-
sensod B 47-04 per cent., the elghty feet
owned by the Northern Trust Company
at b 6-T per cent., the plece at the cor-
ner of Van Buren and Btate streets at
O G-B8 per cent,, the property of Com-
plainant Clark at § 2034 per cent, of
the Bwift commission valuation,

Taking the stand that he Is dealing
with a professional tax dodger, a strong
and caustie letter has been addressed
to George M, Pullman by Z. 8. Hol-
brook, president of the Taxpayers’ De-
fense League,

Mr. Holbrook has opened the vials of
his wrath and poured the contents over
the multi-millionaire In & merclless
flood. He has compared the palace car
magnate to the anarchist in the slums;
has referred to his class as 0 menace to
the lnnd; s host of genteel eriminals;
beggars who ply thelr calling at the
front doors of those before whom they
stoop to ask o sordid blessing.

The oceaxlon of the open letter Is the
tiguresat whichthe milllons of property
ownad by the Dullman Palace Car
Company have been asseased.

Instend of §8,000,068, which the pres-
ldent of the league declares should be
the valuation placed upon the com-
pany's assets, according to the corpora-
tlon's own estimates, the aggregate as-
sessments amount to $1,501,053, Land
estimated by the league to be worth
$40,000 an acre Is assessed at $741, and
other glaring discrepancles are pointed
out In the exhaustive report of values
aud assessments which accompany the
open letter,

The writer refers to the strike of 1804
and polnts out to Mr. Pullman the fact
that at the cost of more money to the
Government, State and city than they
have ever or possibly will ever recelve
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from the Pullman Palace Car Company
Its property was protected during the
strike.

He asks what has Pullman dome In
return,

The anawer Is fortucoming: “Bome
one has generously loaned to the as
sessor 0 smoked glass, through which
to straln his virtuous eyes when he was
estimating the value of your property.”

In conclualon the writer says: “1t In
ernel, It Is dishonest, It s eriminal to
let the homble taxpayers, who seldom
ask fer protection, bear the heavy b
deun they are pow earrying, while
soime rich corporations shirk thelr duty
and escape by methods that demand
the attention of the grand jury."”

Martin B, Madden has returned from
Europe. Thank goodness! Our fond-
est hopes are reallzed.

With Gahan and Madden back from
Europe the contract season way now
be said to be fully opened.

Frank 1. Bennett Is about the cheap-
eat specimen of a stutesman In the
Clty Counell,

Acting Postmaster Cahill has return-
od from his vacation,

Alderman Bennett is o fine man to
lmpugn the word of Chlef of Police
Kipley. We could show Mr. sipley a
docvment signed by Mr. Benneit which
miglit explain what we mean,

It has not been definitely declded as
to who will sueeeed Tom Gahan as
chalrman of the Democratic Central
Committee, Probably a West Bider,

Graft on the School Board is sald 10
be better than ever.

“Hlind Pig" Bennett ls what the Thir-
ty<fourth ward statesman Is called by
some of his colleagues.

The administration will support eith-
er Tom Gallagher or Patrick Morrls |
for alderman in the Nineteeuth ward
ngninst Powers,

The court martial of Major Fred Boy-
er of the Adjutant General's omee will
be pext In order,

Information as to the whereabonts
of the firm of Peter & Probst will be
thankfully recelved at The Eagle office,
The same Is true as to one Thomas J.
Peter,

Alderman Bennett's constituents
would llke to know where he can be
found.

Alderman Alwart's ordinance to -
cense awnings Is almost ready for pas-
sage.

“Marty” Madden has returned from
Burope to reorganize the Republican
party, The Republican party must be

badly off If It meds ax n lemder thin
cheap chaw, whoe never stoad up for a
friend.

Alderian Barry, the sallor of the
Councll, In alko sald 1o be the best-na-
red man Im the body.

Alderman Iivnm-u'u- praposed tax on
baby carrlages onght to be defeated,

Bennett.and Alwart, the twin frenks
of the Connell, are nlways-in demand
at roll ealls,

Alderman Gaxxgolo ls yreparing an ar-
ticle om what he knows nbout checks.
The Bagle In In a pesition to say that
he knows a great deal.

Dewddle & Chamberlain I the name
of ove of the very best contracting
firnm in the country. They have n very
low bid In for the five yenrs' garbage
work, consldering the known financlal
backing nod strength of the firm.

If you want to lose money lnvest in
any of the Klondike schemes, They
are all worked by sharpers.

The Beptember edition of the Review |
of Reviews hax o nugniticent artlele on
“Cancus Reform,” from the pen of |
Hon, Kalph M. Easley, of the Civie
Federation of Chlengo,

Hou, D. W. Ackerman Is not secking |
any otfice, but his old-time friends pro-
pose to send him back 1o the Clty Coun-
ell next spring from the Twenty-olghth
Wand, !

There are very few Demoeratle as-
pirants for Congress in the Bixth s |
triet, i

Hon. A, W. Malthy conld pnt up a |
great fight for Congress In the Bixth
Distriet,

If the Democrats of the Twelfth
Ward nominate Rivers MeNeill for |
Alderman he will poll a great vote, :

There will be a grand swhmming « x- .
hibitlon and contest for prizes at the
Kadish Natatorium, M1 Wolls street,
on the night of Bept, 20, |

Pat Morris still has his war paint on,
and proposes to win the Aldermanie
tight in the Nipeteenth Ward npext
spring.

Both Mayor Harrison and Clilef Kip-
loy had some Interesting things to say
Wednesday regarding the attack made
on the police department relative to the
so-called “blind pigs" and gambling re-
sorts In the prohibition district of the
Thirty-fourth ward. It was charged
In a certaln morning paper that the
places were operating under police pro-
tection and an alleged laterview be-
tween Chief Kipley and Alderman Ben-
nett was published,

Mayor Harrison sald: “If there are

any such places eperating under police
protection the complainants have but to
entablish thelr statements as facts and
the police officers will be Immediately
uimcharged. Such things don't go un-
der this administmtion, and all that 1
redqitive In proof of what the alderman
from the Thirty-fourth wand charges,”

Chief Kipley sald: “The luterview
published was false and did me a great
Injustice. No such things as relnted
were sald by me or Alderman Bennett,
When 1 do know you may be sure there
will be nelther gambling wpor llielt
lquor selling theme, If there Is anything
of the kind there now."

Clty Collector Martin has taken out
warmnnts for a nmmber of dellnguemt
real estate brokers who have not pald
licensen, O, U, Gordon & Co., real es-
tate brokers, 113 Dearborn street, are
dellnguent.  Postmaster Gordon, how-
ever, declares that he has severed his
connection with the frm.

Warrnifs have been taken out for
the arrest of the following:

Keyes & Co,, 107 Dearborn street,

A. Delnmater, 88 Washington street.

AL K, Belb, 107 Dearborn street,

E. I, Mayuoard, 115 Dearborn street,

¢, U, dordon & Co., 113 Dearborn
street,

K. C, Cleaver, 115 Dearborn street,

tieorge and F. 4. Wright, 14 Dear-
born street,

AL A Ames, 140 Dearborn street,

. C. Wood, ™4 LaSalle street.

E. ¢, Cole, 4 Lasalle street,

H. B. Brackett, 8tock Exchange,

W. H. Bussy, 110 LaBalle street,

0, I, tiibbs, 110 LaBaue street,

Fred G, Fisher, Rookery Bullding,

E. H. Peters, Rookery suilding,

G. C, Morgun & Co., 140 Lasalle
wireet,

Jumes R, May, 04 Lasalle street,

James G, Cosgens, 97 Washington
wireet,

J. AL Lee, 100 Washington sireet,

. A, Bellwmy, 100 Washington street,

B. B. Bell, 100 Washington street,

C. F. Meyer, 100 Washington street,

W. B. Schrader, 100 Washington
wiree ],

Jd. B, Lemon, 120 Randolph street,

W. J. Ellingworth, 21 Quiney street,

Kinny & Standish, 108 Dearborn
wireeq,

AL C. Tisdell, 145 LaBalle street,

George C, Whipple & Co,, 50 Dear-
born street,

E, C. Hullng & 'Co.,
street.

The warrants will be served by
agents of the city collector duriug the
week,

The period for which the license fee
Is due began May 1.

108 Dearborn

The telegraph manual lasued by the
Western Electrle Company will teach
any one the art of telegraphy. To got
n copy address Department 6 G, West-
ern Electrle Company, 242 Bouth Jef-
ferson street, Chicago, and lnclose two-

| cent stamp,

REFORN BILLS

ARE READY!

The Civic Federation Has Been Hard
at Work on Them for
Several Weeks Past.

There Is Some Doubt, However, About
a Special Session Being
Called This Year.

The Governor at Present Does Not Think

That One

Is at All

Necessary.

Should He Change His Mind the General
Assembly Will Reconvene
in November.

A conference between officers of the
Civie Federatlon, members of the Coun-
ty Boord, nud the Taxpayers' Defense
League will soon be held to discuss the
question of a speclal session of the Leg-
Islature for the purpose of passing n
revenue bill. President Healy and a
majority of the County Boanl, also the
league people, say they are anxlous
to huve Gov. Tanner convene the Gen-
eral Assembly for this purpose. The
federation people clalm to be equally
Interested in this matter, but they also
urge the necessity of n new primary
election law, and now, since the Irregu-
larities In Chicago's assessments have
been made so apparent, contend it 1s n
measure that should go band In hand
with the desired revenue reform.

At the same time it Is poluted out
that the Governor amd his advisers
are deeply concerned in a reapportion-
ment, Congressionally and Senatorjally,
of the Btate. No one of the arguments
advanced Is that these three things
could be Incorporated In the call for a
apecinl sesnlon,

However, opinlon Is divided as to
whether the movement should take mto
conslderation anything more than n
revenue bill. 1t Is sald the Governor
will not et unless he can have assur-
ance that the anti-machine, or Madden
factlon, that prevented the passage of
an apportionment bill at the regular
sesnlon, withdraws Its opposition and
lets his redistricting of Cook County
and the Btate go through.

At federation headgquarters it Is be-
Heved that the distribution of Federnl
appointments for Illinols will do mnch
to withdraw this opposition. It Is clalm-
ed that Jonathan Merrlam, Clark J. Tis-
del and W, 4. Cochran, leaders of the

nutl-muachine fight at Springeld, are |

all to be supplied with plums from
Washington.

On the supposition that these appolut-
menty will be made the federntion peo-
ple think all obstacles to a spesul ses-
slon nt which a reapportionment of the
Btate can be put through will disap-
pear. They recognise, however, that
both the Cook County machines will
set up a stiff objection to any primary
electlon law belng enacted at a special
sesslon, The proposed conference,
thercfore, will be held to determine
Just what course to pursue,

The federntion has Itg petitions to the
Governor in clrculation, and Becretary
Easley sald they were being slgned by
it lnrge number of voters,

Blds for substructures on four new
bridges on the dminnge ennnl held the
dralnage commissloners in a two hours'
sesslon Wednesday afternoon, The pro-
posed  strociures are to be swing
bridges, one on the Chiengo and Caly-
met Terminnl Rallway, one on the Chi-
cago, Madlson and Northern, two for
tue Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe,
Rixteen bids were opened and read, The
bids were referred to the englueering
comimitted,

No actlon was taken In regard to
river lmprovement,

Mayor Harrison and Commissioner
of Publle Works MeGann expect to
leave Batunday for a two weeks' tour
of the large Eastern cities to inspect
garbage crematorles,

After two hours of wrangling over
the union lnbor problem on Wednesday
night the Bchool Board concluded not
to go on record for the present and ap-
pointed a commlittee of five to soe If
there wis not some way to arbitrate
the strike on school bulldings, Trustees
Gallagher, Pettlbone, Keating. Mark
and Harrls were named and were In-
structed to report back to the board
without taking any definite action.

The contest between the advocates of

the labor clause and Its opponcuts was
precipitated by the report of Attoraey
Morrill, which wan adverse o the
board, declaring for unilon men as
against non-union laborers, He sald,
however, the board might be Justitied
upon oceaslon to adopt a union claune.

Trustees Brenan, Gallagher, Keating
and Sherwood led the fight for the
unfon ecause, and Trusteen Pettibona,
ftrong, Mark and Cameron opposed it.

The board also adopted without a
dinsenting vote the recommendntion of
the Judiciury Committee to fight the
sult of the Clvil Bervice Comminxion,
which Is seeking to bring the schoed
matters under it control by a Jevision
of the courtws,

“Nature smiles through sunbeams” is
the trade mark of the Bunbeam Inean
descent Lamp Company.

“Wirlng Tables; How They - Are
Made, and How to Use Them' In the
title of a book recently pubiished by
Thos. G. Grier. While the book denls
with a technieal subject, It Is writtea
with a vlew of reaching every ope In-
terested in electrical work, Technlesd
terms are avolded, and the language s
clear to those not posted In electrical
matters: 70 panges, Tx0L; Inches, bound
in cloth; price, §1. Edward R, Griey,
1430 Monndnock Bullding, Chicage,

The Board of Educatlon has tinally
locked horns with organized labor. The
Interents of o few thousand chlldres
kept out of school are not consldered,

Rabbit-Ear Wheeler's Chicago City
Rallway Company Is defendant In a bl
| for Injunction filed In the United Mtates
{ Court,  Elbert R, Robiuson, na Inven-
tor, Is the complalnant, and he alleges
that the street rallway company in us-
Ing G0 wheels In s rolling stock
which are manufactured according teo
|a pattern upon which he has applied
for a patent and which he invented,
Pending the Issuance of the patent he
nsks for an Injunction restraining the
rallway company from moanufacturing
more of the wheels,

George E. Adams Intimates that he
will not accept a Congressional nomin
atlon to Al the vacancy caused by the
death of Mr, Cooke. Is not Mr. Adams
premature? He has not heen oficlally
Informed of the death of Me, Coeke,
and the great Governor of [linois, the
commander-ln-chief of Buackuer, lay-
Ing bheen told that o vacuney doos exist
In this Congressional district and asked
to state when be proposed to call a spe-
clal election, promptly asserted that he
had no information of the death of Mr.
Cooke and no Intention fu 1he alwence
of such authentic information 10 cal
an official election,

The great panjandram  of  Hlinoks
kKuows very lttle, it Is true, ot he
might have known, even oticlally, that
i vacaney existed In that particular
Congressional distriet, for it Is his duty
1o tnke cognizance of certain notorlons
fucts, Just ag it Is the du.y of a Judge
to declare without hearing evidenes on
the point that the day Is day. that uight
I8 night, Thursday Is Thursday, or any
other generally known and undisputed
fact.

Narrow minds, however, nre nlwoys
technical. They do not kuow otticlally
that which they know as n natter of
course, and they hem anid baw and set
up little obstacles that in thely opinion
are great constitutional impediments te
action that should be as matter of
course,

It Is the duty of the Governor to call
an electlon In order that the district
may be represented In Congress at the
December sesslon. e has not yet




